308 Brownhill Road
Catford
SE6 1AU
020 8698 6675
info@ywh.org.uk

Thursday 19th March 2020
Dear Parent/Carers,
Most of you will now know that yesterday, the government has ordered schools in
the UK to close on Friday afternoon until further notice.
I realise this is distressing news for the entire school community and will leave many
anxious, but I want to reassure everyone that we have spent a great deal of time
preparing for this announcement. I feel very confident we have everything in place to
ensure that we continue to support you and your children in the coming weeks and
months.
This summer’s Functional Skills and GCSE’s will not go ahead. Our students have
worked so hard preparing for their exams and the uncertainty about what
arrangements the government will put in place will no doubt cause a great deal of
anxiety. The government says it will work schools to ensure students get the
qualifications that they need. As more details are released we will be doing
everything we can to help students understand what it means for them. We will be in
daily contact with parents and students and will continue to liaise with feeder schools
and professionals.
Over today and tomorrow we will plan for how we can offer a service to look after the
children of key workers and other children that the government wants us to keep in
school. At this point we cannot give you any more details, but we will let you know
what our plans are as soon as possible.
All staff have worked tirelessly this week to ensure we have 'home learning'
arrangements in place. Work packs will be sent home on Friday 20th March via
recorded delivery, the packs include Maths, English, Citizenship, Science and PHSE.
Log in details will also be sent for our online Maths and English Functional Skills and
Google Drive which staff will be uploading work onto, we shall continue to send work
via post and email. We will work hard to make sure this is a seamless transition for
the students. We will be talking to the students about what will happen next to help
them to make sense of it all, keep them calm and reassure them.
I am sure that you will join me in thanking all our fantastic staff for working so hard at
this difficult time. Some cannot be in school at the moment but are working hard at
home.
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I want to thank you all for working with us and your continued support for the school
at this time. We will continue to give updates via phone, letters and email.
Yours sincerely,

Philippa Wall
Head of School
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